
California’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment (Oehha) has notified its intent to list 
tetrahydrofuran and three acrylates as carcinogens under 
Proposition 65.

Their listing would require businesses to provide Prop 65 
warnings where there are exposures to these substances 
above ‘safe harbour’ thresholds.

Tetrahydrofuran (TFH) is used as a solvent in plastics, 
dyes, elastomers and glues, among other applications. The 
acrylates – 2-ethylhexyl acrylate (2EHA), methyl acrylate 
(MA) and technical-grade trimethylolpropane triacrylate 
(TMPTA) – are all high-production volume chemicals used 
in the production of various polymers and materials, such 
as coatings and adhesives, textiles, inks and food contact 
materials. 

Oehha is proposing to use the ‘labour code’ listing 
mechanism to make the additions, each of which is based 
on determinations made by the International Agency 

for Research on Cancer (Iarc) that the substances are 
possibly carcinogenic to humans (Group 2B), in light of 
sufficient evidence of carcinogenicity in animals. 

Comments on the proposed listing, which will be accepted 
until 26 July, “should be limited to whether Iarc has 
identified the specific chemical or substance as a human 
or animal carcinogen”, Oehha said in its notice of intent to 
list the chemicals.

Under the labour code listing mechanism, “Oehha cannot 
consider scientific arguments concerning the weight or 
quality of the evidence considered by Iarc when it identified 
these chemicals and will not respond to such comments if 
they are submitted,” it said.
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