
This article is reproduced by permission from chemicalwatch.com

Recent biocides coverage 
from Chemical Watch 

October 2022

http://chemicalwatch.com


This article is reproduced by permission from chemicalwatch.com

Follow every biocides development 
with Chemical Watch 

The risks of biocides products to human health and the environment make biocidal 
regulation an area of ongoing concern for policymakers. Existing biocides regulations 
are facing revisions globally, and since the Covid-19 pandemic there has been an 
enforcement spotlight on biocides claims.  

As the leading global provider of independent intelligence and insight for product 
safety professionals managing chemicals, Chemical Watch continually monitors 
the biocides Regulation and the issues surrounding biocides. Our team of expert 
journalists examine every aspect of biocides and antimicrobial products, including 
the science, regulatory considerations and industry drivers, so we can provide an 
unrivalled level of detail and scrutiny of the regulatory process.  

In this report we share a selection of recent articles from Chemical Watch’s News & 
Insight team in Europe, including a full list of the more than 50 biocides with amended 
expiry dates under the biocidal products Regulation (BPR).  

Alongside our News & Insight coverage, Chemical Watch runs regular biocides 
conferences and training courses. These world-leading events are an invaluable 
source of the latest biocides information for professionals managing chemicals, 
offering regulatory updates and industry perspectives, as well as unique networking 
opportunities.  

We hope you find these articles useful, and we look forward to seeing you at one of 
our events soon. 

Please let us know if you’d like to know more about our biocides coverage, or about 
our events and training courses. We’d be happy to discuss how we can help.  

The Chemical Watch team 

GET IN TOUCH

http://chemicalwatch.com
https://home.chemicalwatch.com/demo/
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The European Commission has published 
implementing decisions postponing the 
expiry date of the approvals of eight 
active substances under the biocidal 
products Regulation (BPR).  

The decisions, published in the Official 
Journal on 8 September, set the new 
expiry dates of:  
• 31 December 2026 for K-HDO for use 

in wood preservatives (product-type 
eight);  

• 31 July 2025 for IPBC for use in 
product-type eight;  

• 30 April 2025 for spinosad for use in 
insecticides (product-type 18);  

• 31 October 2026 for etofenprox for 
use in product-type eight;  

• 31 July 2025 for DDACarbonate for 
use in product-type eight;  

• 28 February 2025 for acrolein for use 
in slimicides (product-type 12);  

• 30 June 2026 for tebuconazole for use 
in product-type eight; and  

• 30 June 2025 for medetomidine for 
use in antifouling products (product-
type 21).  

The dates were pushed back because 
the original approvals for the chemicals 
above are likely to expire before the 
Commission can make a decision on 
their renewals.   

Renewed postponements  

For the same reason, the Commission 
has also extended the approval periods 
for 44 substances for a second time.  

These chemicals have already had their 
original approval expiry dates extended 
to different dates in 2022.  

In an amendment to the implementing 
Regulation that first postponed these 
dates, the Commission has now set the 
new expiry date of 31 October 2023 for 
the approval of the following substances:  
• deltamethrin;  
• flufenacet;  
• fosthiazate;  
• chlorotoluron;  
• daminozide;  
• MCPA;  
• MCPB;  
• prosulfocarb;  
• fludioxonil;  
• clomazone;  
• bensulfuron;  
• sodium 5-nitroguaiacolate;  
• sodium o-nitrophenolate;  
• sodium p-nitrophenolate; and  
• tebufenpyrad.  

The following substance approvals will 
now expire on 31 December 2023:  
• amidosulfuron;  
• nicosulfuron;  
• clofentezine;  
• dicamba;  
• difenoconazole;  
• lenacil;  
• picloram;  
• bifenox;  
• diflufenican;  
• fenoxaprop-p;  
• fenpropidin;  
• dimethachlor;  
• etofenprox;  

• penconazole;  
• tri-allate;  
• triflusulfuron;  
• sulphur;  
• tetraconazole;  
• paraffin oils; 
• 2-phenylphenol (including its salts, 

such as the sodium salt);  
• prohexadione;  
• 8-hydroxyquinoline;  
• fenpyrazamine; and  
• esfenvalerate.  

The Commission has set an expiry 
 date of 30 November 2023 for the 
approvals of:  
• tritosulfuron;  
• chlormequat;  
• propaquizafop; and 
• quizalofop-p-ethyl and quizalofop-p-

tefuryl.  

Lastly, the approval of flumetralin will 
now expire on 11 December 2023. 

EU extends approval periods for more than 50 
biocides 
Approvals would expire before renewal decisions 

27 September 2022
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The European Commission will soon ask 
Echa’s risk assessment committee (Rac) 
to reconsider the hazards of surface-
treated synthetic amorphous silica 
(SAS) called silanamine, after industry 
published crucial data following the 
original Opinion. 

The Commission’s decision to seek 
further scientific review adds a fresh 
twist to the long-running debate about 
how poorly soluble, low toxicity (PSLT) 
type substances, which include titanium 
dioxide, should be classified with respect 
to inhalation hazard. 

Silanamine comprises SAS particles 
coated with hexamethyldisilazane 
(HMDS). The substance is approved 
under the biocidal products Regulation 
(BPR) for use in insecticides and is 
mainly used in chicken breeding or egg-
producing farms. 

In December 2019, Rac agreed that 
silanamine should be classified under 
CLP for category 2 acute toxicity, via 
inhalation, and repeated dose, specific 
target organ toxicity (STOT RE 2) for  
the lungs.  

But in light of fresh industry data 
needing “further assessment” by Rac, 
the European Commission decided 
to hold off on classifying silanamine 
for acute toxicity. In May 2022, 
silanamine was listed for STOT RE 2 
only in the 18th adaptation to technical 
progress (ATP) to CLP.  

Inhalation study  

Industry presented results from silanamine 
inhalation tests at a meeting of the 
Competent Authorities for REACH and 
CLP (Caracal) in October 2021. Led by 
Nils Krueger from Evonik in Germany, the 
study showed that rats suffocated when 
forced to inhale silanamine particles. 
Rats breathe solely through their noses 
and post-mortem analysis showed the 
silanamine particles had clumped together 
to block their nasal cavities.  

Published in the journal Frontiers 
in Public Health in June, the study 
confirmed that the animals had not died 
because of a substance-specific toxic 
effect, according to a spokesperson 
from the Association of SAS producers 
(ASASP), a Cefic sector group. 

A second study published in the 
same journal, led by Benno Wessely 
from Dresden Technical University in 
Germany, illustrated that aerosols from 
low density powders generally have a 
tendency to clump together. They  
 

conclude that aerosol particle size 
should be monitored over an entire test 
period for acute inhalation studies to be 
performed reliably. 

In an opinion published in June 2022, 
Britain’s Health and Safety Executive 
(HSE) stated that it had decided not to 
support silanamine’s classification for 
acute inhalation toxicity because of the 
industry data.  

In general, the ASASP believes that 
particles with low inherent toxicity 
should not be classified under CLP 
because “classifications are not 
based on intrinsic substance specific 
properties but just on the physical form 
as particles”, the spokesperson said. 

Industry fought hard against titanium 
dioxide’s harmonised classification as 
a category 2 carcinogen by inhalation, 
which entered into force in October 
2021. It has raised concerns that other 
‘poorly soluble, low toxicity’ (PSLT) 
particles could also be implicated by  
the classification. 
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European Commission set to ask Echa to revisit 
silanamine classification
Rac to assess industry data suggesting acute toxicity is unwarranted 
08 September 2022 

http://chemicalwatch.com
https://chemicalwatch.com/224219/european-commission-plans-new-additions-to-clp-annex-vi
https://chemicalwatch.com/372097/industry-new-data-suggests-silanamine-classification-decision-should-be-reviewed
https://chemicalwatch.com/524244/hse-opinion-puts-spotlight-on-mandatory-silanamine-classification
https://chemicalwatch.com/343469/eu-titanium-dioxide-classification-applies-from-1-october
https://chemicalwatch.com/102522/preliminary-definition-developed-for-titanium-dioxide-type-substances
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The European Commission has granted 
Finland a derogation under the biocidal 
products Regulation (BPR) that allows 
in situ-generated nitrogen to be used for 
the protection of cultural heritage.  

An implementing Decision, published in 
the EU Official Journal on 12 September, 
allows the member state to authorise 
the chemical for this use until 31 
December 2024.  

Nitrogen is approved under the BPR for 
use in insecticides (product-type 18) 
but this does not include the in situ-
generated form.  

The Commission granted the derogation 
under the BPR’s Article 55(3), which 
allows for fast authorisation of biocidal 
products with a non-approved active 
substance if they are “essential for the 
protection of cultural heritage” and  
there are no appropriate alternatives  
on the market.  

It previously granted the same 
derogation to Austria, France, Portugal 
and Spain.  

Nitrogen is used to create an 
atmosphere with a very low level of 
oxygen to eliminate harmful organisms 
– such as furniture beetles and moths – 
in or on cultural heritage objects.   

According to the member state 
authorities, in situ-generated nitrogen is 
the only effective technique to control 

these organisms that can be used for 
all types of materials in cultural heritage 
without damaging them.  

Annex I  

Meanwhile, the Commission is 
considering including the substance in 
that form in the BPR’s Annex I list of low-
risk substances.  

The listing would allow member states 
to authorise products comprising in situ-
generated nitrogen without the need for 
a derogation. 

Two international organisations 
representing museums and cultural 
heritage sites – the International Council 
of Museums and the International 
Council on Monuments and Sites – 
submitted an application for Annex I 
inclusion in March. 

Performing the evaluation of such an 
application, including the substance 
in Annex I and obtaining product 
authorisations, requires time, the 

Commission said in its implementing 
Decision.  

Insect repellent  

In another implementing Decision 
published on 12 September, the 
Commission rejected a test design that 
a company submitted to demonstrate 
the effectiveness of a biocidal product 
as a wasp and bee repellent.  

This follows a disagreement between 
the competent authorities for biocides in 
France and Belgium that began in 2019.  

France disagreed with Belgium on 
authorising the product, Mouskito Junior 
Lotion, for use against wasps and bees. 
It said the tests the applicant provided 
did not demonstrate that the product is 
effective for this use.  

The Commission has sided with France. 
This is in line with an opinion adopted 
by Echa’s biocidal products committee 
in March that found the tests were not 
relevant for the intended use. 

Finland to authorise ‘in situ’ nitrogen cultural 
heritage use under BPR  
European Commission meanwhile rejects test design for insect repellent
27 September 2022 
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A change in packaging requirements 
following the classification of 
preservatives used in water-borne paint 
as hazardous under the CLP Regulation 
is creating challenges for the paint 
industry, which is reporting a shortage of 
UN-approved materials. 

To address the issue, a proposal from 
the World Coatings Council (WCC) 
submitted at the July meeting of the 
UN Economic and Social Council 
(Ecosoc) Sub-Committee of Experts 
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 
(SCETDG) called for changes to the UN 
Model Regulations to allow for other 
types of packaging to be used. 

However, the SCETDG said that the 
proposal would have a wider impact on 
dangerous goods transport and called 
for further work to be done. 

A transitional measure has already been 
added to the regulations for transport 
of dangerous goods by road (ADR) and 
rail (RID) following a proposal from the 
European trade body for paints and 

printing inks (Cepe) to the joint meeting 
of dangerous goods experts in October 
last year. 

The ADR/RID regulations will allow the 
temporary use of steel, aluminium, other 
metal or plastic packaging for 30 litres 
or less as long as certain conditions are 
met. The relief is valid from 1 January 
2023 until 30 June 2025. 

Following the joint meeting, Norway 
submitted a multilateral agreement 
allowing the use of this packaging 
immediately until 30 June 2023. 

The WCC noted that required packaging 
will probably still be unavailable in all 
areas by 2025. Its proposal called for 
similar changes to be made to the UN 
Model Regulations, suggesting that the 
special provision for UN 3082 and UN 
3077 (see box) that allows an exemption 
of performance tests be increased from 
5 to 30 litres. 

An alternative suggestion was to extend 
a special packaging provision – which 

exempts 5 litre packaging of paints, 
inks, adhesives and resin solutions from 
performance tests – to include UN 3082 
in quantities of 30 litres. 

The subcommittee did not support either 
proposed option due to the increase 
in quantity causing a potential safety 
impact for all dangerous goods assigned 
to UN 3077 and UN 3082. The WCC is 
reviewing this and submitting a revised 
proposal for the December SCETDG 
meeting. 

Trevor Fielding, secretary of Cepe’s 
transport technical committee, said: 
“Cepe has been working closely with the 
WCC to identify and propose possible 
solutions to this issue, as presented at 
the UN SCETDG meeting in July. This 
work is continuing, as a long-term, 
pragmatic and sustainable solution is 
required for the global paint industry to 
be able to address the transport logistics 
and business challenges arising both 
from this issue and from anticipated 

future similar situations.” 

Paint industry: low availability of UN-approved 
packaging creating difficulties for transport  
Proposal for temporary relief in UN Model Regulations not approved 
06 September 2022
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The WCC said that water-borne paints 
are now being treated more severely than 
dangerous solvent-borne paints used to 
be. 

The paint and printing inks industry has 
been transitioning from solvent-borne 
paints, which contain volatile organic 
compounds that have environmental 
and health impacts, to safer water-borne 
paints. However, water-borne paints need 
biocides as preservatives to prevent the 
growth of microorganisms and prolong 
shelf life. 

The 15th adaptation to technical 
progress (ATP) of the CLP Regulation, 
published in August 2020 and applicable 
from 1 March 2022, classified biocides as 
environmentally hazardous substances. 
Products containing 0.025% or more 
of 4,5-dichloro-2-octyl-2H-isothiazol-
3-one (DCOIT), octhilinone (OIT) and 
zinc pyrithione (ZnPT) now have to be 

transported as dangerous goods. 

Previously, water-borne paints were 
typically not classed as hazardous for 
transport. The new rules classify paints 
using restricted levels of biocides under 
the UN Model Regulations as Class 
9 miscellaneous dangerous goods 
identified with the UN numbers UN 3082 
(environmentally hazardous substance, 
liquid) and UN 3077 (environmentally 
hazardous substance, solid). This 
requirement also changes the packaging 
needed for the paints. 

Mr Fielding said: “These paints are 
usually transported in small pack sizes 
[up to 30 litres] to retail outlets and 
distributors for sale to consumers 
and professional painters, in specific 
packaging that allows the addition of 
tinters/colourants at the point of sale 
(to match the colour required by the 
customer). Under the current UN Model 

transport regulations these reclassified 
products would now need to be 
transported in UN-approved packaging. 
However, there is only very limited 
availability of such packaging that would 
meet all the requirements for these 
paints.” 

Paints in packaging up to 5 litres are not 
subject to the regulations owing to a 
special provision, however the 10-30 litre 
packaging typically used by the industry 
has low availability in UN-approved form. 

The lack of available packaging for 
products typically packed in containers 
larger than 5 litres means that the 
products will now either need to be 
shipped in smaller quantities, or shipped 
in larger packages without resealable 
closures. These would then need to be 
decanted into new packaging following 
in-store tinting. These options would lead 
to more packaging waste. 

Water-borne paints now under stricter regulations than solvent-borne 

http://chemicalwatch.com
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Understand the latest development in biocides with 
Chemical Watch events and training

eLEARNING  

BOOK YOUR PLACE

BOOK YOUR PLACE

Biocides North America 2023
28 FEBRUARY 2023 | VIRTUAL CONFERENCE

Join us and our panel of experts for an interactive one-day virtual 
conference for updates on: 

- recent developments for antimicrobials in the US and Canada;
- updates on federal registration processes;
- a look at state-level developments for PFASs regulations; and
- a dedicated session on changes to the regulatory framework for 
antimicrobials in Canada.

http://chemicalwatch.com
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/662069/biocides-europe-2023
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/73623/understanding-the-bpr
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/601699/biocides-north-america-2023
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Biocides Symposium returns as an in-person event in 2023. The 
two-day agenda of expert speakers from across the regulatory 
community will deliver the very latest updates on European 
biocidal regulations.

Join high calibre attendees at this 13th annual edition to explore 
how stakeholders can be compliant in the face of ongoing 
industry challenges.

BOOK YOUR PLACE

BOOK YOUR PLACE

Biocides Symposium 2023
2-3 MAY 2023 | COPENHAGEN + VIRTUAL

Biocides Europe 2023
11-12 DECEMBER 2023 | VIENNA, VIRTUAL, AUSTRIA

Chemical Watch’s 26th annual Biocides Europe conference 
provides essential insights on the latest developments, 
challenges and next steps concerning the biocidal products 
Regulation (BPR).

With companies and regulators across the sector continuing 
to face headwinds, delays and disruption, it is crucial to stay 
informed of new updates to help you formulate proactive 
responses and stay competitive and compliant.

http://chemicalwatch.com
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/662069/biocides-europe-2023
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/662069/biocides-europe-2023
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/655853/biocides-symposium-2023
https://events.chemicalwatch.com/662069/biocides-europe-2023
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