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On 1 April 2022, Blanca Serrano Ramón became secretary 
general of Brussels-based Ecetoc, a member-funded 
scientific association that works with scientists from 
academia, governments and industry to "answer crucial 
scientific questions" about chemical safety. It has 
developed a range of practical tools, including a Nanoapp 
for grouping nanomaterials, a HeatDB database for human 
health exposure sources, and a targeted risk assessment 
(TRA) tool for calculating the risk of exposure from 
chemicals.  

The industry-funded organisation runs a number of 
cross-sectoral taskforces and expert groups working on 
topics including polymers, persistent chemicals and new 
approach methodologies (NAMs). It is also active in several 
EU working groups, including a Competent Authorities for 
REACH and CLP (Caracal) sub-group on polymers. 

In her new job, Dr Serrano Ramón is keen to take stock, to 
"find out what the needs are in policymaking and where we 
can better contribute". 

"It's important to focus our resources on what can have a 
bigger impact and a good outcome for regulatory policies," 
she says.

Dr Serrano Ramón sees the EU's chemicals strategy for 
sustainability (CSS) as a "game changer for everyone" 
that has magnified the need for practical solutions to 
policy matters. The strategy, she says, has driven home 
the importance of bridging between science, society and 
regulatory authorities. 

"We need a common understanding of all of the hurdles to 
find suitable solutions."  

In her new role she hopes to bring together scientists 
from different groups, including academia and industry, 
to find "solutions" to complex issues linked to chemicals 
regulations.

Ecetoc is involved in Cefic's long-range research initiative 
(LRI), which funds many research projects. Dr Serrano 
Ramón has had some involvement in the LRI scheme and 
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describes Ecetoc as its "science broker". She would like 
to see Ecetoc play a similar role in other schemes, "given 
expertise gathered thanks to work done with LRI".

Many of the LRI projects involve university academics and 
Dr Serrano Ramón is passionate about educating young 
students about regulatory science. She says she has been 
struck by "how little we learn about the regulatory affairs 
world for chemicals while at university". This has made her 
keen to connect more with universities, to inform students 
about regulations and regulatory science at an early stage.

"It's important to bring regulatory knowledge to universities. 
I think industry also needs to better understand academia," 
she says.

"I think we can establish connections to universities and 
maybe set up more workshops to show young students 
what the possibilities are. I have quite a lot of ideas, I'm just 
eager to start trying to put them in place."
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Following an academic beginning, Dr Serrano Ramón’s career 
has drawn her down a regulatory path, in which she has taken her 
scientific expertise to industry organisations navigating changing 
chemicals regulations.  

Having studied chemistry at Zaragoza University in Spain, in 
2004 she moved to the Technical University of Eindhoven, the 
Netherlands, to do a PhD on polymers. Her project involved 
creating nano structures, with a main objective of trying to 
"create them in large areas, because in those days it was all either 
atom-by-atom or molecule-by-molecule arranging, which made 
processes inefficient and costly for potential application", she 
recalls. 

After completing her PhD, she spotted a job advert for a product 
stewardship coordinator at FEIQUE, the Spanish chemical industry 
association. She applied, but was brutally frank about her lack 
of regulatory knowledge. "I said, if you want to hire me, it will be 
starting from scratch," she says. 

Nevertheless, she got the job and rapidly discovered a "new world" 
of regulations and regulatory science. "Little by little, I started 
learning until one day I realised I knew a lot about REACH," she 
says.  

Her role included providing advice to FEIQUE members on topics 
related to the REACH and CLP Regulations. She also represented 
the organisation in discussions on legislation for biocidal products, 

nanomaterials and the control of drug, explosives and chemical 
weapons precursors.  

Her role at FEIQUE brought her in regular contact with Cefic, 
which in 2015 offered her a job as manager for nanomaterials 
and CLP. In 2018, Dr Serrano Ramón was promoted to Cefic's 
director of product stewardship where, among other things, her 
role involved leading an "emerging issues" team dealing with 
nanomaterials, microplastics, polymers, endocrine disruptors and 
CLP. She also represented the chemicals industry on topics such 
as microplastics, polymers and CLP in meetings at the European 
Commission, European Parliament, Echa and the OECD.  

Her work increased her passion for bringing solutions to policy 
making: "That's what I can do best at Ecetoc as well. I'm very 
solution driven and I really like to find the right path," she says. For 
example, while at Cefic she has worked on the proposed polymers 
registration under REACH. "With scientists from different areas 
cooperating and trying to find out what's the best way forward, we 
can come up with a workable solution for a very, very complicated 
issue," she suggests. 

Her "main objective" now is to make Ecetoc the centre for chemical 
safety assessment for "all actors", bringing together scientists 
from all backgrounds and regulators.

Who is Blanca Serrano Ramón?
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